Struggles in Common

18/05/2013
11.00-17.00

What is the political
significance of the

commons today?

DI T, Mountjoy Square,
Dublin 1

A day of talks and
discussions with
acclaimed historian
Peter Linebaugh, author
of The Magna Carta

Manifesto




Across Europe, the dom nant response to the financial crisis has
been an attack on social l|ife. National governnents have adopted
policies of severe austerity, resulting in cuts across all aspects
of social welfare (health, education, paynents to the unenpl oyed)
as well as the privatization of public resources (third Ievel
education, water, transport). Wile these policies are carried out
by elected governnents, they reflect the erosion of denocracy and
the concentration of power in the hands of financial and European
elites.

Agai nst these attacks, people have sought to defend their social
rights and the non-market value of vital public resources and
services. Recognizing the double <crisis in the econony and
denocracy, alternative social and political experinments have thus
energed. These experinents have recalled the history of the
commons and the radical promse it holds for a future beyond the
state and capitalism

This day-long event brings together collectives and individuals
involved in excavating the history and contenporary significance
of the comons. The purpose is to share our experiences and
knowl edge in order to develop the concept of the commobns in a
manner which is directly related to the present politica
conjecture. The event includes a talk by acclainmed historian Peter
Li nebaugh and contributions from research collectives based in
Spain, Ireland, USA and the U K

Location: DIT, Muntjoy Square, Dublin 1
http://goo. gl / maps/ BBUVr

This event is open to the public and admi ssion is free but booking

i s advised. RSVP: commobnsevent @mail.com

For nore information: provisionaluniversity@wrdpress.com




Bi ogr aphi es

Peter Linebaugh 1s Professor of Hstory at the University of
Toledo. He is the author of The Magna Carta Manifesto and co-
author (with Marcus Redi ker) of the Many-Headed Hydra: The H dden
Hi story of the Revolutionary Atlantic. He is also a nenber of the
M dni ght Notes Col | ecti ve.

Amanda Huron s a researcher and activist based in Washington D C
She has been working with housing cooperatives in Washington D.C
as well as an "undocunented" (i.e. wunlicensed) comunity radio
station.

Qobservatorio Metropolitano are an activist research group forned
by activists and professionals fromdifferent fields. They provide
critical analyses of the fundanental |ines of transformation in
the contenporary netropolis. Their nbst recent book is Crisis and

Revolution in Europe. http://ww. observatorionetropolitano.org/

Plan C is a UK based political organisation nade up of people who
are politically active in their workplaces and comrunities. They
work together to support each other, anplify their struggles and

think strategically. http://ww. wearepl anc. org/

Seoidin OSullivan s an artist and educator. Her case studies
focus on people joining together in action to protect or develop
an aspect of their l|ocal comobns. Her work addresses issues of
| and use, |ost know edge and bi odi versity.

The Free Association are a witing collective l|oosely based in
Leeds. They are t he aut hors of Monent s of Excess.
http://freel yassociating.org/

The Provi si onal University are an autononmous research and
educational collective based in Dublin. They carry out research
and organi ze educational activities to strengthen social novenents
and Create di scussi on out si de t he academ c i nstitution.
http://provisionaluniversity.wordpress.com
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